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VOLUNTEER COURT ADVOCATE
	Summary
	Volunteer court advocates assist survivors of domestic violence and human trafficking with filing protection orders (PFAs/PFSs), by attending court with them for support, and by giving referrals. Advocates always respect that the survivor is the expert in their own life, and therefore the best person to make decisions. Advocates offer peer counseling and safety planning, but do not give legal advice. 

	Location Information
	Court advocates work primarily out of The Willow’s offices, and regularly attend court with survivors in county and municipal courthouses. 
· Douglas County Court Advocates: Administrative office and Douglas County Courthouse are located in Lawrence.

· Franklin County Court Advocates: Office and Franklin County Courthouse are located in Ottawa.

· Jefferson County Court Advocates: Office and Jefferson County Courthouse are located in Oskaloosa.

	Duties/Responsibilities
	· Answer Court Advocacy Program cell phone to assist survivors.
· Peer counsel/safety plan with survivors on the phone and in person.
· Assist survivors with filling out PFA/PFS paperwork.

· Give referrals to organizations such as Kansas Legal Services.
· Keep accurate records and documentation of meetings and conversations with survivors.

	Requirements
	· Must be 18+.

· Agree to a criminal background check.

· Sign a confidentiality agreement.

· Attend 2 days of classroom training and additional on-the-job training.

	Time Commitment
	Minimum of 1 year of volunteering, 1 3-4 hour shift per week.

	Hours
	Shift must be during business hours (M-F, 9-5).


